Chlamydophila pneumoniae and Mycoplasma pneumoniae: a role in asthma pathogenesis?
The potential role of atypical bacterial infection in the pathogenesis of asthma is a subject of continuing debate. There is an increasing body of literature concerning the association between the atypical bacteria Chlamydophila pneumoniae and Mycoplasma pneumoniae and asthma pathogenesis; however, many studies investigating such a link have been uncontrolled and have provided conflicting evidence, in part due to the difficulty in accurately diagnosing infection with these atypical pathogens. This article reviews the evidence for an association between atypical bacterial respiratory pathogens and the pathogenesis of asthma, and discusses the biological mechanisms that could account for such a link. The possible role of antibacterial therapy in the management of asthma and the need for well-designed studies to investigate this is also discussed.